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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

A Year 2 assessment meeting was held on Thursday to explain what assessments 
will be undertaken with Year 2 throughout the month of May. We were very grateful 

for the good turn-out at this meeting. Whilst the Statutory Assessments Tests in 
Year 2 are relatively low-key and very much a normal part of classroom practice, it is still 

important for parents to understand that this is at present still a national assessment year. This 
means that the data from these assessments form the teacher assessment grade that is 

shared with the Local Authority and the DfE (Department for Education). These 
results are reported nationally and used to compare schools.  This meeting was 

an opportunity for teachers to talk to parents about how they can continue to 
support their children's learning at home and to share what the expected 

standard in Year 2 looks like. We thank parents for attending and hope you all 
found this session helpful.  If there are any further questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 
 

On Tuesday we had a Non-Uniform Day in aid of the national Down Syndrome 
Day and Neurodiversity Week. This presented an opportunity to celebrate what 
makes us all unique and ourselves, acknowledging that we all have a range of 
different abilities. We thank children and parents for their donations. In total we 
raised £64 for the National Down Syndrome Charity. If you have not donated 

and would like to, you can still do on your Parent Pay account. 
 

On Thursday the children in Year 2, 3 and 4 went to the church for an Easter service. During 
the service the children listened to readings from Year 3 and year 4, which 
were delivered clearly and confidently. The children sensibly walked to the 

Church, behaved impeccably, and were all wonderfully respectful in the 
church - they were a credit to the school. They thoroughly enjoyed singing 

the Easter hymns and songs that they have been learning. Mrs Lane 
commented on how uplifting it was to hear the children singing so beautifully 

in the church. Well done to all who attended.  
 

The Key Stage 1 children have also done a rehearsal in school today to other year groups of 
their Easter performance. Parents of children in Key Stage 1 have had letters inviting them to 
the either of the performances next week on Monday 27th March at 5.00pm or Tuesday 28th 

March at 2.00pm.  We look forward to seeing parents at this event next week.  
 

We want to remind parents that, on the evening of Wednesday 29th 
March, there will also be a special Musical event in the hall. As many of 

you will know, we have been extremely lucky to have Mr Beatty 
working with our school to provide high-quality music tuition. Mr Beatty 
works with classes to teach whole class Guitar, as well as providing a 

range of other different music groups and experiences for our 
children.  The children attending these sessions have made some great progress and are keen 

to share what they have learnt.  Mr Beatty is therefore warmly inviting parents to a special 
music concert on Wednesday 29th March at 5:45pm.  

Continued ... 



Headteacher’s message continued ... 
 

During this concert children from the various music groups will be showcasing their 
skills. Children performing in this event will have attended one or more of the following music 

opportunities: 
 

  *  Year 5 whole class guitar tuition  *  Juniper class music tuition  *  Individual guitar lessons  * 
*  Music Makers  *  Rock Band  * 

 
Mrs Mocanu will also be leading the choir in the music concert.  The choir 

will be showcasing some of the fantastic work they have been doing in their 
regular practice and also some of the pieces they have been learning with 
Jeremy Dibb, who visits from the Warwickshire Music Hub.  Letters have 

been sent to parents of children who attend the above to invite them to this 
event. 

 
Today some children in Year 4 took part in Bikeability. This is an annual opportunity of cycling 
proficiency and is usually offered to Year 5 or 6 pupils. However, Whitnash Primary have been 

lucky enough to benefit from some additional funding allocated to Bikeability to extend 
provision in schools. Well done to all the children who took part.  

 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks forward on Sunday 

26th March 2023. 



Here are this week’s completed challenges 

Maths challenges for you to try at home. 
  Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

Can you work out the next pattern in each 
sequence? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

1.  18 years in the wild 
2.  9 years touring the world 
3.  36 years in a zoo 
4.  Steve is 72 years old. 

Logan 

Number Bonds to 10 

Number Bonds to 20 

Noah 
Logan 

Charlotte 
Amelia-Lilly 

30 
Amelia-Lily 

Niall 

40 

Phoebe 
Jack 

50 

Grace 
Stefan 
Daniel 

60 
Reaghan 

80 Mokshita 

90 

Grace 

70 

 
 
Fill in the gaps to balance the seesaws. One 

has been done for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

Any combination where A and D aren’t in the 
same model or E and B. All other 

combinations will work.  



 
 

 
Click on this link to view: 
padlet.com/russella216/eco-
school-556b89dz72g6o9lx   

 

 
 
 

Next week at school the children will be taking part in the 
annual big school clean up. Each class will be completing a 

litter pick around the school site during their outdoor learning 
time. This will make a huge difference to our school 

environment and help to educate children on how to look after 
our planet.  

 
This is also something you can get involved in outside of 

school any litter picking you can do when you are out and 
about or on your way to and from school will go towards 

making a big difference to our environment. 
 

On the next page you can print off  
 

‘Let’s Play Litter Bingo!’ 
 

https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx
https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx




WWF fundraiser 
day  'Wear it Wild' 

21st April 2023 



Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH 
 

What a fantastic amount!   
 

Well done to George, who has achieved 
his 2 Million words this 
week!! Fabulous! Your 
certificate is on its way.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 40,885  2,673  

Hawthorn 6,149 0 

Pine 460,442  43,859  

Cedar 354,922  5,415  

Maple 2,891,126 186,581 

Sycamore 1,462,440 78,932 

Juniper 1,769,065 119,831 

Chestnut 1,384,374 62,965 

Ash 8,463,449 324,893 

Oak 10,306,954 0 

Rowan 8,942,970 0 

TOTAL 36,082,776 825,149 

Mrs Miller says: 
 

“Please keep an eye out for the new 
after clubs letter. Spaces go quickly so 

get your slips in quickly to avoid 
disappointment.” 

 
All previous clubs will be finishing next 

Friday. 

 We have once again launched our science fair project.  
 

This year we are asking for entries to be presented on a 
cardboard 3 part board. Each class has 
practiced making and presenting one of 

these this week to help them to understand 
the process. We expect lots of children to 
choose to do this instead of their learning log homework this half 
term and look forward to lots of entries being bought into school 

by the 20th April 2023.  
 

Please use this QR code to see the power point with details and 
more ideas on.   

Match the Pet to the Staff 
Competition 

 
Thank you to everyone who has 

entered the competition - you still have 
a week to enter.  See Miss Hall for an 

entry form. 
 

Winner will be announced after the 
Easter Holidays. 



Having started our STEM month with wonderful week full of Science we are continuing our 
STEM month with a focus on STEM based careers. In our assemblies we have started to 

find out more about real life jobs that use our Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematical skills and thinking about which ones sound fun! What would you rather be?   

An immunologist, a solar 
scientist, a photo chemist, a 

materials scientist or a 
mechanical engineer?  



Juniper had a great time making pizzas at Pizza Express this week. 

PE ALLOCATED DAYS 
 

Please ensure that children wear the 
correct PE kit, suitable for both 
indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. 
Navy/black tracksuit or joggers and 

sweatshirt/hoodie.  
 

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain 
or 

 has the school badge on it.  
 

Brand logos are permitted but must 
be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Thursday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Wednesday & Friday 

Maple / Sycamore Monday & Tuesday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 
(Swimming) 
Wednesday - PE 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Monday & Thursday 
 



Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Get set… we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2023, the UK’s largest 
inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs 
from 20-31 March and we will be recording the number of journey’s made between  

27th- 31st March. It’s free and we would love everyone to be involved. 
 

What do you need to do? 
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as 

many days as possible during the event.  
 

Why we are taking part? 
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily 

routine which is important for their physical health and mental wellbeing.  
 

Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school 
gate. A 2021 YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution 

near their school, and that children thought active travel was the best away to bring 
down these pollution levels. Plus there are some great prizes to be won every day if we 

get enough children taking part! 
 

Useful resources 
To help you prepare, Sustrans has developed a handy free guide to walking, cycling or 

scooting to school. It is packed with advice to help you have hassle-free journey to 
school.  

 
Download your free family guide using this link: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-

receive-your-free-school-run-guide/   
 
 

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk  
 

Enjoy the challenge! 
 

Mrs Brown (Safe and Active travel lead) 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-school-run-guide/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-school-run-guide/
http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk


Year 6 had a fantastic time away last week—here are a few photos of their 
experience. 



Lost Property 
 

Please make sure that ALL of your child’s clothes are clearly marked 
with their name inside - including outdoor coats.  We have recently 
disposed of quite a substantial amount of unclaimed non-uniform.   

However, all unclaimed uniform is available for parents/carers for a 
small donation. 

 

Our tips for increasing positivity: 
1. At the end of the day, list 3 things that went well 

for you (no matter how big or small!) Sharing 
positive moments with others can also increase 
our happiness, so why not do this activity with a 
friend or family member? 

2. Ask yourself, "what am I good at?" Think about 
what strengths and skills you have that help to 
make you good at this. Share these with a partner 
and celebrate your successes! 

3. Our mood can be influenced by many things, e.g., 
music, images and words. Choose your favourite 
uplifting songs and create a 'positivity playlist'!  

 
You might also want to create a poster of positive 
quotes, song lyrics or photos that make you feel 

happy (remember to store this somewhere you can 
access easily).  

It can be easy to focus on the things 
that have gone wrong in our day, which 

may lead to feeling overwhelmed, 
stressed, worried or sad. By thinking in 
a positive way and engaging in positive 
behaviours, we can feel more positive 
about life too. Positivity is great for our 

happiness and wellbeing, and should be 
practiced every day, not only when we 
are finding things difficult! You might 
find it tricky at first but the more you 

think positively, the easier it becomes.  

Well done girls! 
 

Seren and Maria attend a musical 
theatre class in Warwick. This was their 

first term and they recently did a 
fantastic performance for parents/carers.  

 
They took part in a poem and song from 
Cats, a song from The Sound of Music 
and a song from Matilda the Musical.  

 
Well done girls, you did a great job! 
Kim 

(Seren’s 
mum) 

Friends of Whitnash 
PTA 

 
The Friends of Whitnash PTA will be 

offering refreshments for a cash 
donation for half an hour before each 

KS1 Easter performance on Monday and 
Tuesday.  

 
There will also be a raffle of Easter items 
which have been kindly donated by One 
Stop (Acre Close), Morrisons, Coop, The 

Hodcarrier.  
 

Thank you for your support. 









INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

What’s on … 

March 2023   

27 Monday DAY Big School Clean Up 

27 Monday 5.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

28 Tuesday AM Chestnut Pizza Express 

28 Tuesday 2.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

29 Wednesday PM Bike Marking Session 

29 Wednesday 5.45pm Music Concert 

31 Friday TBC Attendance Assembly 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

17 Monday AM/PM NO achievement Assembly 

21 Friday DAY Earth Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Pork Meatballs 
 

(v) Homemade 
Vegetable Burrito 

Bake 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Chicken Korma 
Curry 

 
(v) Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Swirly 

Strawberry 
Mousse 

(v) Homemade 
Orange Cookie 

Roast Beef in 
Gravy 

 
(v) Quorn Roast 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Fruit Crumble 
with Custard 

Chicken Pie 
 

(v) Veggie Hot 
Dog 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Flapjack with 
Fruit Wedges 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 

(v) Breaded 
Vegetable 

FIngers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Dinky Donuts 
with Chocolate 

Sauce 
(v) Ice Cream 

Tub 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

