
No.  23 10 March 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Today has been a tricky decision in relation to the snow and one that was made with a great 
deal of agonising. We endeavour to always stay open in these situations however, today 

was difficult. As the snow was falling during the period staff needed to make their way into 
work, we were finding those who live in the outer villages from Leamington were struggling 

given the road conditions between 6:30am and 8:30am. We therefore could not be confident that we would 
have sufficient adult ratios for the children when they arrived. For some children who 

require 1:1 support or a higher staff ratio, we were not in a position to confidently 
understand if we could get these staff into school. At the time of making this decision, it 
was also not clear what time the snowfall would stop. There is also the issue of clearing 
the pathways in a large school site with fewer staff available. It is always a challenging 
decision and one that is never easy, especially when the decision often has to be made 

at a distance from the school. We know that school closure causes a great deal of 
disruption to everyone. We therefore hope parents understand the challenge we faced, 

and we thank you for your patience and understanding.  
 

Next week we are hoping the weather is going to be much kinder as our Year 6 children are heading to 
North Wales on Monday for their residential trip. We remind all parents of the need to send children with 

plenty of warm layers. I can certainly confirm that I am going to be raiding the sock drawer for plenty of thick 
socks in preparation!  

 
We are looking forward to taking the children for this wonderful experience and we 

thank all the staff involved for all of the extensive preparation that has already gone into 
this trip. Particular thanks to Mr Hitchins who has produced a diligent and detailed risk 
assessment.  We remind all parents of children attending residential to come to school 

on Monday morning at 8.45am prompt.  Children and their parents will be asked to 
come into the main hall with their bags on arrival. Parents will need to ensure all the 

necessary medication their children take is ready and clearly labelled, and time is taken with Mr Collins that 
morning to complete the paperwork to enable the administration of this medication.  

 
On Monday we had a Learning Walk with our school Governors and School Improvement Partner. This walk 

enabled our visitors to see the Science curriculum and other wider curricular subjects, such as Forest 
School, PE and Computing, being taught. The feedback from this visit was incredibly positive. Governors 
praised the staff on their ability to immerse children in high-quality teaching and learning and they were 

impressed by all children's enthusiasm and engagement.  We thank our Governors and our School 
Improvement Partner for their time and dedication to Whitnash. 

 
As many of you will be aware, recently Mrs Hackett, our school Special Needs Coordinator (SENCo) went 
off on her maternity leave. The school have therefore been seeking a staff member to cover this important 
role in her absence. We are delighted to now be in a position to announce the return of 

Mrs Stevenson, who has successfully been appointed as our interim SENCo. Mrs 
Stevenson left Whitnash a few years ago, but we couldn't let her stay away for too long! I 
am sure parents will be as delighted as we are to have her back! If your child is identified 
as having Special Educational Needs, then no doubt you will agree that Mrs Stevenson 

will continue the great work in the area of inclusion during Mrs Hackett's absence.  
 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Donna Ellison 
Headteacher 



Here are this week’s completed challenges 

Maths challenges for you to try at home.  
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

 
Trace a path to each object. The coins you 
pass over on the way should add up to the 
object’s price, but some coins are missing. 
Work out the value of the missing coins. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
5 x 4 = 20 

2 x 8 = 16 16 ÷ 4 = 4  

 
 

Sophie is looking back 
through her calendar 

from what she thinks is 
last month: 

 
She sets some challenges for her brother: 

 
What date is the day that is: 

 
2 days earlier than the day that is 4 days later 
than the day that is 1 week later than the day 
that is 5 days earlier than the day that follows 

February 23rd? 
 

Immediately following the day that is 2 days 
later than the day that is 4 days earlier than 
the day that is 1 week later than the day that 
is 2 days earlier than Tuesday February 8th? 
How do you know that Sophie has picked up 

the wrong month’s calendar? 
 

Answers from last week 
1. 30 minutes 
2. 136 
3.  21 cages 

Poppy-Mae 

Number Bonds to 10 
Number Bonds to 20 

Poppy-Mae 
Aaliyah 

Lilly Mae 

10 
Prajna 
Sami 
Grace 

Jacob 
Maha 
Seren 
Prajna 
Grace 
Sami 

20 

Seren    Sami 
Odette   Mahan 
Arda   Daniel 

Grace 

30 

Daniel   Grace 
Florence   Olivia 

Phoebe 

40 
Kaiyan  Raisa 
Natalie  Corey 

Sukhvir 

50 
Ewan 

Oz 
Sophie Mae 

60 

Mokshita 
Madison 

80 

Ezekiel 
Tyler 

90 Dragos 
Gurvi 

Gold 

Bronze 

Harley 

Start - 



PE ALLOCATED DAYS 
 

Please ensure that children wear the correct 
PE kit, suitable for both indoor and outdoor 

lessons and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/
black tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/

hoodie.  
 

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or 
 has the school badge on it.  

 
Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 
Other colours and football shirts may not to 

be worn. 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Thursday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Wednesday & Friday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday & Tuesday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 
(Swimming) 
Wednesday - PE 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Monday & Thursday 
 

Lost Property 
 

Please make sure that ALL of your child’s 
clothes are clearly marked with their name 
inside - including outdoor coats.  We have 

recently disposed of 
quite a substantial 

amount of unclaimed 
non-uniform.   
However, all 

unclaimed uniform is 
available for parents/

carers for a small 
donation. 

Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

OAK 
 

What a STAGGERING amount!   
 

Well done to OAK, who have achieved 
their 8, 9 and 10 Million words this week!! 

Fabulous! Your certificates are on their 
way. 

 
 

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 38,212 4,322 

Hawthorn 6,149 1,241 

Pine 404,258 14,911 

Cedar 343,384 9,961 

Maple 2,584,577 126,679 

Sycamore 1,157,214 78,343 

Juniper 1,614,504 54,070 

Chestnut 1,318,393 163,016 

Ash 7,723,374 354,842 

Oak 10,061,981 2,117,925 

Rowan 8,925,278 371,257 

TOTAL 34,177,324 3,296,567 

Hing, Archimedes and Cayden have all 
also achieved their personal Millionaire       
  status this week - a fantastic 

  achievement, well done. 





Parking on Masters Road and Langley Road 
 

Unfortunately, once again we have to remind parents/carers not to park across 
residents driveways.  

 
We have had complaints from the residents that they have not been able to park on 
their own drive.  We appreciate that the school is increasing in numbers and parking 

close to school can be quite difficult.  But please respect our residents and leave their 
drives clear for access. 

 
Other suggestions: 

 Parking at Acre Park and entering school from that entrance. 
 Parking a bit further down the road and walk a short distance. 

This can be a good chance to chat with your child while 
getting a bit of exercise too.   

Hello everyone, 
 
It's been a funny old week! 
 
I have been walking around the school as usual 
this week and have found that the children in 
Year 6 have been sat, on individual desks, in 
silence every morning. For the majority of this 
time they have been staring away at some 
sheets of paper and scribbling away like mad on 
them. I was very impressed as it looked like they were working very hard and 
were also able to sit quiet for so long! They were very relieved when it was all 
over! 
 
Then, on Thursday, all this white stuff arrived. I had no idea what was going 
on, but my little legs got very cold. I have however discovered that I have the 
ability to perform magic tricks when this happens. All I have to do is bend over, 
concentrate really hard and the white stuff magically turns yellow. Incredible.  I 
have super dog powers! 
 
Finally, I am very sad that I won't be in school next week as Mr Hitchins (my 
Daddy) is going away for the week. He tells me that it's not a holiday and that 
he will be working all day, but it sounds like a holiday to me! I am not 
impressed. 
 
Have a good weekend everyone. I shall be sulking that I'm not going on 
holiday next week. 
 

Blue  



Every child in the school visited the hall on 
Tuesday where our fantastic Science 

Ambassadors posed questions and other 
children had a chance to do 10 different 

practical experiments to answer them. They 
found out more about friction, air 

resistance, non-Newtonian fluids, 
surface tension, the effect of heat on a 
reaction, liquid density and lots more 

whilst having a lot of fun!   
 

Throughout the week they have been 
busy doing extra science in their 

classrooms. Every class was posed a 
question that they answered using their 

pattern seeking skills.   

Science week at Whitnash has taken place once again this week. 
The whole school has been buzzing with excitement as we have all 
been real scientists asking and answering questions. We all learnt 

about Ada Twist a Scientist who began asking questions at the age of 
3 and never stopped!   

 We have once again launched our science fair project.  
 

This year we are asking for entries to be presented on 
a cardboard 3 part board. Each class has practiced 

making and presenting one of these this week to help 
them to understand the 

process. We expect lots of 
children to choose to do this 
instead of their learning log 

homework this half term and 
look forward to lots of entries being bought into school by the 

20th April 2023.  
 

Please use this QR code to see the power point with details 
and more ideas on.   

I would also like to thank Science Ambassadors for all their hard work this week. 

Hazel & Hawthorn  
Alma, Ellie, Atharv and Alex 

Pine & Cedar 
Daisy, Beth Grace and Jacob 

Maple & Sycamore 
Kiayan, Jasvin, Logan and Irenonsen 

Juniper & Chestnut 
Veer, Ameera, Oliver and Yaesha 

Ash 
Sky and Jhana 
Oak & Rowan 

Caden, Mckenzie, Josh and Rishi 



We have had 2 cases of Strep A diagnosed in children this week.  
Whilst the risk to all children remains low, we are making all parents aware of the signs 
and symptoms to look out for. We also ask parents to notify us if their child is diagnosed 

with Strep A or Scarlet Fever. This will help us track any subsequent linked cases.  
 

Signs and symptoms of scarlet fever 
While case numbers are high, parents should be on the lookout for the symptoms of 

scarlet fever so that appropriate and timely treatment can be given. 
 Scarlet fever is usually a mild illness that clears up quickly after a course of antibiotics. 

It usually starts with a sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting, followed by a 
rash that feels like sandpaper to the touch. 

 The rash usually develops after 12 to 48 hours, typically on the chest and stomach first, 
then rapidly spreading to other parts of the body. 

 On white skin the rash looks pink or red. On brown and black skin it might be harder to 
see a change in colour, but you can still feel the sandpaper-like texture of the rash and 
see the raised bumps. 

 Patients typically have flushed cheeks and can be pale around the mouth. This may be 
accompanied by a bright red ‘strawberry’ tongue. 

 Scarlet fever usually takes 2-5 days from infection before the first symptoms appear. 
However, the incubation period may be as short as 1 day and as long as 7 days. 

The risk of the bacteria causing a more serious infection remains very low. 
 

Invasive Group A Strep (iGAS) 
The same bacteria which cause scarlet fever can also cause a range of other types of 

infection such as skin infections (impetigo) and sore throat. In very rare cases, the 
bacteria can get into the bloodstream and cause an illness called invasive Group A strep 

(iGAS). Whilst still uncommon, there has been an increase in iGAS cases nationally, 
particularly in children under 10 years old. It is very rare for children with scarlet fever to 
develop iGAS infection. Parents are advised to trust their judgement when their child is 

unwell; if their child seriously deteriorates, they should call 999 or go to A&E. 
 

We are bringing this to your attention so that all parents are aware of what to look out for. 
As always, if your child is unwell for school or presenting with these symptoms, we ask 

that children are not sent into school and the child's GP is consulted.  
We thank you for you continued support.  

 
Our tips for staying hydrated and eating well:  
 
1.  Try to drink 6-8 cups of fluid a day. Have a 
drink with your breakfast and go to school with a 
full water bottle.  Remember to drink at break and 
lunch time too! You could also ask an adult to 
remind you.  
2.  Eat food with a high water content as these 
can increase your fluid intake, e.g., fruit, 
vegetables, soup and yoghurt. 
3.  Learn to cook! Consider the 'Healthy Eating 
Plate' and choose a balance of food groups to 
create a delicious, healthy meal.  
4.  Be prepared! Being organised and bringing a 
healthy snack or lunch to school can help you to 
avoid feeling hungry and buying an unhealthy 
choice in the canteen.  

Research shows that drinking water and 
eating fresh, healthy foods (especially fruit, 
vegetables, fish, and fibre) are great for our 
mental health! Our brain works hard taking 

care of our thoughts, movements, 
breathing, heartbeat and senses (even 

when we're sleeping!) so we must fuel our 
brain with nutritious foods to help us 

function. What we eat also affects our mood 
too!  





Warwickshire County Council are 
pleased to offer a series of 

workshops for parents in your area. 
They are also offering a Sleep Tight 4 

week Programme at Kingsway Children 
and Families Centre for families who are 
experiencing sleep difficulties with their 

child. 
They will take place on Fridays from 
9.15-11.15 at Lillington Children and 

Family Centre and are free of charge.  
The series includes: 

Understanding Your Child 
Understanding Your Teen 

Sleep and 
Routines and boundaries 

To find out more and to book a place 
please follow the QR code.  

Or visit Eventbrite.co.uk and search for 
Warwickshire Children and Families 







INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

What’s on … 

March 2023   

13 Monday Lunch New Lunch Menus start  

13-17 Week Week Year 6 Arete Residential Trip 

15 Wednesday AM Year 2 Pond Dipping @ Campion 

15 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools Deadline for accepting offers. 

21 Tuesday Day Downs Syndrome Day ‘Be Yourself’ Dress Up 

21 Tuesday AM Juniper Pizza Express 

23 Thursday PM Years 1, 2, 3 & 4 Easter Service @ Church 

23 Thursday 4.30pm KS1 SATs Parents Meeting 

24 Friday AM Year 4 Bikeability 

27 Monday 5.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

28 Tuesday AM Chestnut Pizza Express 

28 Tuesday 2.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Pork Sausages 
 

(v) Veggie Korma 
with Wholegrain or 

White Rice 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Swirly 
Chocolate Mousse 

(v) Homemade 
Fruity Flapjack 

Pasta with Peas & 
Bacon 

 
(v) Veggie 

Breakfast Pattie in 
a Bun 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Crispy Cornflake 
Cookie 

Roast Chicken 
 

(v) Quorn Roast 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Chocolate and 

Orange Brownie 
 

Pasta Bolognaise 
 

(v) Homemade 
Vegetable Burrito 

Bake 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Strawberry Slice 

Salmon Fishcake 
 

(v) Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Ice Cream  
(v) Cheddar 

Cheese, Crackers 
and Apple Wedges 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

