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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Last week the Year 6 children 
had an incredible time in North 
Wales on their residential trip. 

They took part in a wide range of activities, 
including sea traversing, gorge scrambling and 

lake rafting, as well as experiencing every 
weather possible!! Whilst exhausted by the end 
of each day, there were smiles all round and a 

great sense of teamwork. We were so 
impressed by the way children responded to 
the challenge of being 
away from home. They 

all demonstrated 
independence and 

confidence. Well done 
to all of the children who 

attended.  
 

We also want to send a special thanks to all of 
our remarkable staff who attended the Year 6 

trip. They gave their all for the whole week and 
ensured that our children were safe, well-cared 
for and had the time of their lives! The special 
effort and dedication that our staff give to their 
job is never taken for granted at Whitnash. We 
understand that they have sacrificed time with 
their own families to provide this experience to 

our pupils and are very grateful for their 
commitment and devotion to our 

school.  Organising a trip such as this is not a 
small feat either, so particular thanks to Mr 

Hitchins and the Arete 
team for all their hard 
work and preparation. 

We also thank Mrs Ford 
and Mrs Norris for 

holding the fort here at 
school.  

 
On Tuesday 21st March, our school will be 

acknowledging National Downs Syndrome Day, 
combined with Neurodiversity Week. We want 

to celebrate this day by inviting children to 
celebrate who they are by wearing their own 

clothes/non uniform.  

To help raise money for the Downs Syndrome 
charity, we ask children to make a £1.00 

donation (per family) in exchange for their non 
uniform day. Donations can be made via 

ParentPay.  
 

Next week (week beginning 27th March 
2023) we will be holding a 'Walk and Wheel 

Week'. This will focus on encouraging children 
to walk and cycle to school. This is such an 
important initiative for all schools, as it helps 
reduce congestion outside the school gates 

whilst encouraging healthier travel choices. We 
hope that many more children will opt to walk or 
cycle during next week and beyond. During the 

week we will also be offering parents and 
children the opportunity to get their bikes 

security marked from 3.00pm on Wednesday 
29th March. Please come along with your child’s 

bike if you wish to make the most of this 
opportunity, parents can also bring their own 

bikes to be marked too! 
 

Wishing you all a great week. 
 

Mrs Donna Ellison 
Headteacher 



Here are this week’s completed challenges 

Maths challenges for you to try at home.  
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

Tara is playing with some wooden blocks. 
She wants to pick out 3 shapes and use 

them for a model. She wants each shape to 
have a different number of vertices. 

Find 2 different combinations of 3 shapes 
that Tara could use. 
 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
 

 
 

Steve the slow loris spent the first ¼ of his 
life in the wild, then 1/8 of his life touring the 
world whilst performing in a show. He spent 

½ of his life in the zoo. If Steve has spent the 
past 9 years in a slow loris sanctuary, how 

long did he spend in each place? How old is 
Steve? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
1.  February 28th 
2.  February 12th 
3.  February only had 28 days and 
this calendar went up to 31. 

Darcy 
Ash 

Gold 

Lost Property 
 

Please make sure that ALL of your child’s clothes are clearly marked 
with their name inside - including outdoor coats.  We have recently 
disposed of quite a substantial amount of unclaimed non-uniform.   

However, all unclaimed uniform is available for parents/carers for a 
small donation. 

Bronze 

Helena  

Platinum 

Ash 
Vlad 

Start - 

5p 

30p 

50p 



 
 

 
Click on this link to view the above: 
padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx   

 
 
 
 

For turning off the plug 

sockets to save energy.   

Save the Date:    
WWF fundraiser 

day  'Wear it Wild' 
21st April.  

Year 2 were visited by Warwickshire's Road 
Safety Team.  

 
They taught us 
all about how to 
keep ourselves 

safe on our 
scooters. We 
learnt what to 
wear, how to 

check our 
scooter, how to 
slow down and 
stop safely and 

how to cross roads safely with our scooters. 
It was great fun and we 
listened really carefully.  

 
Why not ask us about it 
and see what we can 

remember?  

Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH 
 

What a fantastic amount!   
 

Well done to ASH, who have achieved their 8 
Million words this week!! Fabulous! Your 

certificate is on its way.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 38,212 0 

Hawthorn 6,149 0 

Pine 416,583 12,325 

Cedar 349,507 6,123 

Maple 2,704,545 119,968 

Sycamore 1,383,508 226,294 

Juniper 1,649,234 34,730 

Chestnut 1,321,409 3,016 

Ash 8,138,556 415,182 

Oak 10,306,954 244,973 

Rowan 8,942,970 17,692 

TOTAL 35,257,627 1,080,303 

https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx


 We have once again launched our science fair project.  
 

This year we are asking for entries to be presented on a 
cardboard 3 part board. Each class has 
practiced making and presenting one of 

these this week to help them to understand 
the process. We expect lots of children to 
choose to do this instead of their learning log homework this half 
term and look forward to lots of entries being bought into school 

by the 20th April 2023.  
 

Please use this QR code to see the power point with details and 
more ideas on.   

‘Be Yourself’ 
 

This year we will be 
supporting Dress Up for 
Downs day on Tuesday 

21st March. 
 

Children can come in their 
own clothes for a 

suggested donation of £1 
which will be set up on 

Parents Pay. 
 

We thank you for your 
continued support for our 

chosen charities. 

£1 Donation 

Be Yourself 

 

Our tips for practicing self-care: 
 
1.  Ask yourself "how do I feel?" If you feed 
sad, worried or angry, talk to a trusted adult 
and choose an activity that you enjoy, e.g., 
listening to music, drawing, playing a game, 
reading a book, or going for a walk. 
 

2. Make time for a relaxation activity, why not 
try some breathing and meditation exercises. 
 

3. Try to look after yourself by eating and 
sleeping well! 
 

4. If you notice yourself feeling overwhelmed, 
take some time out and ask yourself "what do I 
need?" Is there anything you can do to help 
yourself to feel better? Or do you need to take 
a break to recharge? 

Self-care is all about the little things we 
do to help ourselves feel better or to keep 

ourselves feeling good. This is a great 
way to look after our mental health and 

wellbeing. Self-care involves ‘checking in’ 
with yourself, thinking “how do I feel?” 

and understanding “what do I need?”. Self
-care looks different for everybody, so it is 
important to try out different methods to 

find what works for you!  



Having started our STEM month with wonderful week full of Science we are continuing our 
STEM month with a focus on STEM based careers. In our assemblies we have started to 

find out more about real life jobs that use our Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematical skills and thinking about which ones sound fun! What would you rather be?   

An immunologist, a solar 
scientist, a photo chemist, a 

materials scientist or a 
mechanical engineer?  

We learnt how to cream sugar and butter together and practised our weighing. 



Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Get set… we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2023, the UK’s largest 
inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs 

from 20-31 March and we will be recording the number of journey’s made between 27th
- 31st March. It’s free and we would love everyone to be involved. 

 
What do you need to do? 

Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as 
many days as possible during the event.  

 
Why we are taking part? 

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily 
routine which is important for their physical health and mental wellbeing.  

 
Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school 

gate. A 2021 YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution 
near their school, and that children thought active travel was the best away to bring 

down these pollution levels. Plus there are some great prizes to be won every day if we 
get enough children taking part! 

 
Useful resources 

To help you prepare, Sustrans has developed a handy free guide to walking, cycling or 
scooting to school. It is packed with advice to help you have hassle-free journey to 

school.  
 

Download your free family guide using this link: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-
receive-your-free-school-run-guide/   

 
 

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk  
 

Enjoy the challenge! 
 

Mrs Brown (Safe and Active travel lead) 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-school-run-guide/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-school-run-guide/
http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk




Warwickshire County Council are 
pleased to offer a series of 

workshops for parents in your area. 
They are also offering a Sleep Tight 4 

week Programme at Kingsway Children 
and Families Centre for families who are 
experiencing sleep difficulties with their 

child. 
They will take place on Fridays from 
9.15-11.15 at Lillington Children and 

Family Centre and are free of charge.  
The series includes: 

Understanding Your Child 
Understanding Your Teen 

Sleep and 
Routines and boundaries 

To find out more and to book a place 
please follow the QR code.  

Or visit Eventbrite.co.uk and search for 
Warwickshire Children and Families 

PE ALLOCATED DAYS 
 

Please ensure that children wear the 
correct PE kit, suitable for both 
indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. 
Navy/black tracksuit or joggers and 

sweatshirt/hoodie.  
 

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain 
or 

 has the school badge on it.  
 

Brand logos are permitted but must 
be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Thursday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Wednesday & Friday 

Maple / Sycamore Monday & Tuesday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 
(Swimming) 
Wednesday - PE 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Monday & Thursday 
 





Winston's Wish are delivering live sessions around bereavement and grief over the coming 
months, please follow link below. 

 
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/bereavement-support-services/live-grief-talks/?

utm_source=Winston%27s+Wish+newsletter&utm_campaign=3ca4b5d8ea-
email_education_2023_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3ca4b5d8ea-%

5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D 

https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/bereavement-support-services/live-grief-talks/?utm_source=Winston%27s+Wish+newsletter&utm_campaign=3ca4b5d8ea-email_education_2023_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3ca4b5d8ea-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/bereavement-support-services/live-grief-talks/?utm_source=Winston%27s+Wish+newsletter&utm_campaign=3ca4b5d8ea-email_education_2023_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3ca4b5d8ea-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/bereavement-support-services/live-grief-talks/?utm_source=Winston%27s+Wish+newsletter&utm_campaign=3ca4b5d8ea-email_education_2023_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3ca4b5d8ea-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/bereavement-support-services/live-grief-talks/?utm_source=Winston%27s+Wish+newsletter&utm_campaign=3ca4b5d8ea-email_education_2023_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3ca4b5d8ea-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D


INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

What’s on … 

March 2023   

21 Tuesday Day Downs Syndrome Day ‘Be Yourself’ Dress Up 

21 Tuesday AM Juniper Pizza Express 

23 Thursday PM Years 1, 2, 3 & 4 Easter Service @ Church 

23 Thursday 4.30pm KS1 SATs Parents Meeting 

24 Friday AM Year 4 Bikeability 

27 Monday 5.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

28 Tuesday AM Chestnut Pizza Express 

28 Tuesday 2.00pm KS1 Easter Performance 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

(v) Quorn 
Dippers 

 
(v) Mac ‘n’ 

Cheese 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Chocolate 
Mousse with 
Fruit in Juice 

(v) Homemade 
Cherry Cookie 

Chicken Fillet 
Wrap 

 
 

(v) Plant 
Power ‘Meat’ 

balls 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Shortbread 

Roast 
Gammon 

Steak 
 

(v) Quorn 
Roast 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Jam Tart 

(v) Ice Cream 
Tub 

Beef Grill in a 
Bun 

 
(v) Veggie 
Burger in a 

Bun 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Sprinkles 
Sponge Cake 

Breaded Fish 
Fillet & Chips 

 
(v) Tomato 
Pasta Bake 

 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
 

Jelly with Fruit 
(v) Ice Cream 

Tub 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

